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Urban  District  of  Dodworth. 


ANNUAL 

Medical  TUposl  for  1919. 


DODWORTH, 

April,  1920. 

Gentlemen, — - 

We  have  had  a favourable  year  as  regards  Deaths,  Births, 
Infectious  Diseases  and  General  Illnesses.  All  have  been 
better  than  the  average,  with  the  exception  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis.  In  the  first  four  months  we  had  the  remains 
of  the  1918  Influenza  Epidemic  with  7 deaths,  but  even 
including  these  we  have  had  a low  Death  Rate. 

Sites  have  been  chosen  and  Plans  passed  for  our  Housing 
Scheme  of  50  New  Houses.  It  is  hoped  that  the  building  of 
these  will  be  commenced  at  an  early  date. 

A Nurse,  with  combined  County  Council  and  District 
duties,  was  appointed  last  year  ; while  an  Infant  Clinic, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  County  Council,  is  about  to  be 
established,  thus  bringing  Dodworth  into  line  with  many 
other  industrial  centres. 


DEATHS. 

The  population  given  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  estimation  of  Deaths  for  1919,  is  3,209.  The  number  of 
Deaths  in  Dodworth  was  39  (males  21,  females  18).  The 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  persons  living  is  12T.  The  Death 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1919  was  13*8. 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Seven  died  under  12  months  of  age.  The  rate  per  1,000 
births  is  50.  Our  highest  rate  in  Dod worth  was  in  1896, 
when  296  children  died  per  1,000  births.  The  lowest  previous 
infantile  death  rate  was  74  per  1,000  births  in  1916.  Causes 
of  deaths  in  infants  were— Premature  Birth  3,  Marasmus  2, 
Broncho  Pneumonia  1,  Convulsions  1.  The  infant  death  rate 
in  England  and  Wales  in  1919,  was  89. 


The  definite  decrease  of  infant  mortality  during  the  past 
few  years  is  gratifying,  but  the  present  percentage  still  leaves 
a large  margin  for  improvement.  The  mortality  of  6 per 
cent,  is  still  a high  one,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that 
increased  knowledge  of  the  rules  of  health  for  expectant 
mothers,  and  the  methods  of  treatment  and  feeding  of  the 
new  born  and  growing  infant,  will  still  very  materially 
decrease  the  mortality.  Public  bodies  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  are  becoming  alive  to  the  necessity  of  taking  this 
question  seriously  in  hand,  and  are  establishing  Infant  Clinics, 
with  a view  to  assisting  mothers  in  the  care  and  treatment  of 
their  children  in  their  earliest  period  of  life.  It  is  still  a 
lamentable  fact  that  many  nursing  mothers  fail  to  realise 
that  milk,  and  only  milk,  is  the  natural  food  for  the  infant 
until  the  teeth  are  cut,  and  that  to  give  solid  food,  such  as 
bread  and  potatoe,  is  simply  administering  poison  to  the  child. 
Nearly  all  food  except  milk  contains  undigested  starch,  and  the 
child  not  being  provided  with  the  power  necessary  for  its 
digestion,  such  food  ferments,  acts  as  an  irritant,  and  causes 
colic,  winning,  diarrhoea,  sickness,  wasting  and  convulsions. 
At  the  Clinics  food  in  which  the  starch  is  artificially  digested 
is  provided  at  reasonable  cost,  while  medical  advice  and 
simple  treatment  are  given  free. 

Of  the  7 deaths  of  infants  in  Dodworth  in  1919,  6 can 
be  classed  amongst  preventable  deaths — preventable  by  pre- 
natal or  post-natal  treatment. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


This  is  the  first  year  since  1900  or  earlier  that  we  have 
had  no  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  The  lowest  numbers  were  6 
in  1901,  and  6 in  1911.  The  highest  number  was  104 
in  1904. 

% 

Five  cases  of  Diptheria  were  notified,  with  1 death. 
One  of  these  cases  was  sent  to  Hospital.  There  were  4 
notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberclosis.  In  1903  6 cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tubercolosis  were  notified,  in  1906  4 cases. 
In  every  other  year  since  1900  the  figures  was  3 or  lower. 
In  everyone  of  these  years  we  have  had  one  or  more 
notifications. 

A considerable  number  of  House  Inspections  have  been 
made,  but  although  there  are  many  houses  that  are  un- 
satisfactory, it  is  impossible  to  issue  closing  orders,  owing  to 
the  existing  lack  of  accommodation. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

Satisfactory. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  (5  in  Number). 

In  good  order. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Satisfactory. 


CLOSETS. 

Privies,  341. 

Pail  Closets,  none. 

Water  Closets,  113. 

Waste  Water  Closets,  51. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Nuisance  Inspections. 

Total  Number  made  in  1919  — Many. 

Informal  Notices  Served — -13. 

Complied  with — 11. 

Statutory  Notices  Served — -1. 

No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1918 — 1. 

,,  at  close  of  1912 — 3. 

,,  reported  in  1918 — 41. 

,,  abated  in  1919 — 38. 

Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings — None. 

I a m , 

Yours  faithfully, 

ARTHUR  E.  WHITE. 


Walter  Neale  & Son,  Ltd.,  Peel  Squate  Printing  Works,  Barnsley. 


